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@u&l}' Parton has a way of rolling
out the red carpet for strangers
with her girlish giggles and spirited
tone. Whether she's doing a one-
on-one interview or performing in
tront of thousands of fans, the leg-
endary entertainer knows how to
make people feel special.

“My, vou're pretty. You look just
like Jolene,” Parton told me when we
met for an interview in late March.
Then, in a private serenade, she start-
ed singing, “Jolene, Jolene..." with
the same passion she has onstage.

We were surrounded by nearly
60 vears of treasures, dreams, mems-
ories and sequined costumes of her
life and career at Chasing Rain-
bows, a museum in her Dollywood
theme park in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
“I just glance around and it just
brings back so many memories, and
I think, ‘Good Lord, how did I, when
did I de all that?™ she said, laughing
between words decorated with her
soft Southemn accent,

With talent and tenacity, Parton
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has accomplished many of the big
dreams she had as a girl growing
up in rural Sevier County, Tenn.
And though her music-and-movie
career ook her far away from her
beloved Great Smoky Mountains
and Sevierville-Pigeon Forge area,
she continues to encourage visi-
tors to discover for themselves the
beauty and charm of this popular

Smoky Mountain Girl

“I'm so proud to be a Smoky
Mountain girl and I've written so
many songs about my home, and
I never left home to get away from
here,” Parton said. “T just wanted
to get out in the world to do things,
then 1 could come back and do
other things.”

Things such as Dallvwood, which
celebrates its 30th anniversary this
vear. It was always Parton’s dream
to create something that would
bring families together, allowing
them to slow down and reconnect.

The singer, songwriter, actress and
entrepreneur finds inspiration and joy
In her Tennessee mountain home.

BY ANIETRA
HAMPER

At Chasing Rainbows, visitors
can view mementoes, handwritten
song hyrics, and costumes from her
roles in 9 to 5, Straight Talk, The Best
Lirtle Whorehoeise in Tevas and Sreel
Magnolias, as well as photos from
her many appearances on Hee
Haw and the Grand Ole Opry, where
she first performed at age 13 and
never looked back.

“You never know when you're
voung, when you're starting out, if
vour dreams will come true,” she
said. "You don't know how you'll
be remembered when you're older
or how you'll feel about yourself
when you're older Now that I am,
it’s just a really wonderful feeling.”

At 69, Parton shows no signs of
slowing down. In addition to Dolly-
wood, she has numerous entertain-
ment venues and still maintains
an active concert schedule. New
projects keep her busy, too. Her
300-room DreamMore Resort is
nearing completion and is set to open
this summer next to Dollywood.
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Discounted admission
tickets to Dollywood
and Dollywood’s Splash
Country are available at
all AAA Ohio offices
and at AAA.com.

« will never get over being a Smoky
girl, nor would | want to.”

Mountain

“I'm still a workin' girl. I've got to hmf-
tle to keep it going,” she said. “You thnl
make these things happen without being
on the job all day, all the time, night and
day, 24/7/365 for years and years and
vears, but 1 love it. I love every bit of it.”

Pleasures of Pigeon Forge

Parton is not only the face of Pigeon
Forge, she is the heart and soul.

“This area, and I'm not just saying it
because I'm from here, whether you
ever come to Dollyweod or not, please
do, there’s just so many wonderful
things to do that it truly is a wonderful
place for families,” she said.

while Parton will pmudlytdm
1o visit her attractions, she is alsg an
ambassador for the hundreds of other
ways they can enjoy Pigeon Forge and
its parkway, which many locals refer 1
as “five miles of fun.”

The town offers a variety of atirae.
tions and activities, including minja.
ture golf at Firehouse Golf, go-kary
racing at The Track, science exhibits
at WonderWorks, balloon rides over the
Smokies at Wonders of Flight and a trip
back in time at the Titanic Ml.mumh
traction. The Island in Pigeon Forge is
a popular retail-and-entertainment cen. 3
ter where visitors can enjoy birds-eye
views of the town and Mount LeConte
in the distance from the 200-foot-high
Great Smoky Mountain Wheel.

It is nearly impossible for visitors 1o
go hungry in Pigeon Forge, when inde-
pendent and chain restaurants offer
evervthing from pancakes and steak
to ham-and-beans and chicken. One of
the most popular is the Old Mill Restay-
rant, which serves family-style South-
em food, including biscuits and grits.
The restaurant is a modern extension
of a gristmill built in 1830 that stil
operates commercially. 1

“The Old Mill was there all of our
lives,” said Parton, the fourth in a fam-

ily of 12 children. “That was actuall
an active mill, and I'm sure that's whes
my dad used to get our corn ground ug
our own corn and shell it, and Dadd
wmkﬂittﬂha\titm and I
Just centain that's where he had it ¢ one



complex of stores and restaurants, in-
chuding the Old Mill Pottery House Cafe
and Grille (it serves a delicious fried
green tomato BLT), Old Mill Pigeon
River Pottery, Old Mill Candy Kitchen
and Old Forge Distillery.

Live entertainment options are plen-
tiful, too. There are numerous theaters
in town, including the Comedy Bam,
Country Tonite and the Smoky Moun-
tain Opry, plus dinner theaters such as
the Lumberjack Feud and Dolly Parton's
Dixie Stampexe.

Mountain Majesty

The Smokies were a huge source of
musical inspiration for Parton, and the
mountains will always be home. She
even bought her old Tennessee moun-
tain home, which will someday be
".“111."".‘ INto & museum

“When we were kids and when we
had a chance to get up to the moun-
tains, we would have family reunions
because it was a place that you could
go and it was free to walk around, and
it was absolutely beautiful and it stll
is,” she said.

Though Parton has been around
the world many times, no place makes
her feel more at peace than Pigeon
Forge, and she is passionate about
sharing her home with visitors, "I do
have a fecling of peace when 1 come to
this area.” she said. "I will never get
over being a Smoky Mountain girl, nor
would [ want to,” A
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